Rio Grande Organics - Texas Grown Certified Organic Pecans - Pitching in for a community cleanup day.

Recently, Rio Grande Organics helped to organize a community cleanup day...and boy were we
surprised by the number of people who turned out to pitch in!!

On February 23, 2008, over a hundred people gathered in the small town of Quemado, TX to
pitch in and help cleanup the town. We filled up two garbage trucks with the litter that was
picked up, and we re-painted the stands at the community baseball field. Many Rio Grande
employees gave up their Saturday to participate!

As you can see in the second picture, one of the real highlights of the day was the number of
children who showed up with big smiles and the energy to make it happen.

Picture three, left to right: Pete, our Quemado orchard manager, Luanne, Ky Anne, our Director
of Community Relations, Bob, Tim, from Wilbur Ellis, our other main co-sponsor of the day, and
Patti.

In the next image, the 50 acre field was planted with the Pawnee variety this past winter. We
are planting the trees on a very dense spacing in this field, around 70 trees per acre. This will
allow us to make better, more efficient use of water in the early life of these trees. When these
trees are seven years old, we will use a special piece of equipment to dig up every other tree
and move it to a permanent location.

Clearing work continued all throught this past winter. Take a look at the last image and you can
see how it progressed. We are clearing about 200 acres of land that will be replanted in pecan
trees over the next few years. Pecan trees are native to both the Rio Grande River and the
Nueces River. The southern United States and northern Mexico are the only places on the
planet where pecan trees thrive. Demand for pecans in the Chinese market is doubling every
year!
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